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In addition to public testimony, House and Senate budget committees heard from the various state departments.  Fiscal year 2012 supplemental budget recommendations were also reviewed this week in the Senate.  As these presentations wrap up, budget committees will begin their initial mark-ups of each budget bill. 
 
Floor action also took place in both chambers.  Several measures were debated in the Senate this week. SB 464 (Schaaf) received preliminary approval Tuesday.  The establishment, creation, or operation of a state-based health insurance exchange would be prohibited unless the exchange is created by a legislative act, an initiative petition, or referendum.  The act also specifically prohibits the establishment of a state-based health insurance exchange by an Executive Order issued by the Governor.  The bill still needs final approval in the Senate before it can be sent to the House.  
 
Among those that received final approval in the Senate were SB 443 (Stouffer) changing current state statute to comply with federal law, allowing courts and the Department of Revenue to issue limited driving privileges to repeat offenders for the purpose of driving to their place of employment, school, alcohol or drug treatment programs, and when seeking the services of a certified ignition interlock device provider; and SB 467 (Munzlinger) requiring state departments and divisions that accept federal grants over $1 million to post information relating to the grant on the Missouri Accountability Portal.
 
On the House side, HB 1140 (Jason Smith) received final approval and will now move to the Senate for consideration.  The bill would require county and municipal governments and schools to post financial information on the Missouri Accountability Portal. 
 
Among the priorities outlined in the majority party’s wish list this year was adopting federal standards pertaining to the Missouri Human Rights Act (SB 592-Lager).  While the Senate debated the measure on multiple occasions this week, it continues to face an uphill battle in terms of opposition from a number of Democratic Senators.  Proponents of the bill indicate the bill brings Missouri in line with federal job discrimination standards making the state more appealing to businesses.  Opponents feel the bill's changes would make it more difficult for workers to prove they had been victims of discrimination and that employers would have less incentive to prevent discrimination in the workplace.  Despite an uphill battle, the bill is likely to see considerable floor time, which could translate into some late nights early in the session.  The House version of the bill, HB 1219 (Elmer), was voted out of the House Workforce Development and Workplace Safety Committee Monday upon completion of the hearing.  It could see floor time as early as next week.
 

CHARTER SCHOOLS
Both chambers got a dose of charter legislation this week as both HB 1228 (Tishaura Jones) and SB 573 (Stouffer) were heard Wednesday.  Nearly five hours of testimony was heard in the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee hearing while the Senate hearing was held to an hour in consideration of a scheduled afternoon session.  In the main provisions, both bills would expand the current geographic limitations to allow charters in Provisionally Accredited districts as well as Accredited, with sponsorship limited in Accredited districts to the local school board.  A key provision included in Representative Thomson’s amendment last year (HCS/HB 473), providing a three year cushion in Provisionally Accredited districts before charters could be started, is not included in either bill so far.  However, it is our understanding the three year clause as well as other concessions contained in Thomson’s 2011 amendment will be added when the bill is voted out of committee or on the House floor.  Expansion of sponsorship and the creation of a statewide chartering commission are other measures contained in the bills.  
 
After nearly four hours of testimony in support of HB 1228, opposition and informational testimony was accepted.  The Missouri Charter Public School Association, Shearwater, the Missouri Chamber of Commerce, and a host of parents representing the Black Alliance for Educational Options were among those supporting the bill.  MASA, AFT, MSTA and a former board member were among those that testified in opposition.  In addition to MSBA, CSDSTL provided testimony for informational purposes.  Deanna Borland pointed out that CSDSTL is not opposed to charter schools, but has been vocal in opposing expansion beyond the current limitations until appropriate accountability measures are implemented followed by proven performance improvements.  With that said, Borland recognized the accountability language proposed in the bill, but noted it does not go far enough.  In terms of other changes, Borland asked the sponsor to consider the three year cushion language as proposed last year as well as language that would allow CSDSTL and/or county districts to work in partnership with the SAB in sponsoring charter schools with the SAB as the LEA.   Considering the time constraints in the Senate Education hearing, CSDSTL provided written testimony echoing the testimony provided in the House hearing. 
 
SCHOOL ACCREDITATION
Also heard in the House Education hearing was HB 1174 (Lair), which changes the laws regarding school accreditation by authorizing the State Board of Education within the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to establish an alternative governing structure for a failing school district by:  
 

· Removing the two-year period between the classification of a district as unaccredited and the time when the district will lapse and specifies that the district will lapse on a date determined by the state board.  The state board may establish conditions under which the existing school district board may continue to govern or it may determine an alternative governing structure for the district;

· Changes the timing and the purpose of the hearing that the department must hold in the unaccredited district regarding the accreditation status of the district;

· Changes the procedure for the appointment of a special administrative board to allow the state board to determine the number of members and the board's duties and repeals the current provisions regarding the membership and duties of the board;

· Allows the state board to determine an alternative governing structure which must include a rationale for the decision and a review and recertification of the alternative form of governance every three years, a method for the residents of the district to provide comment, expectations for progress on academic achievement which includes an anticipated timeframe for the district to reach full accreditation, and annual reporting to the General Assembly and the Governor on an unaccredited district including a review of the effectiveness of the alternative governance; and

· Repeals the provisions requiring a provisionally accredited and an unaccredited school district to develop a plan to divide the district if it cannot attain accreditation within three
years.
Dr. Nicastro, Dr. DuBray, NEA, MSBA, a superintendent in the Springfield area, and the Missouri Chamber of Commerce were among those that testified in favor. 
 


IMMIGRATION
The Senate General Laws Committee voted out SB 590 (Will Kraus) Tuesday.  The bill would require all public schools to determine whether enrolling students are born outside of the United States or are children of an unlawfully present alien.  In such cases, the bill requires the parent or guardian to notify the school of the citizenship or immigration status of the child. 
 


PUBLIC SCHOOL TRANSPARENCY
As noted above, the House gave final approval to HCS for HB 1140 (Jason Smith) Wednesday by a vote of 113-42.  This bill requires the Office of Administration to maintain public school, city and county government accountability information on the Missouri Accountability Portal.  School districts and public charter schools would be required to annually provide detailed employee compensation data, operating budget and bonded indebtedness to the Office of Administration that would then be posted on the Portal.
 


Looking Ahead......…
CSDSTL will be co-hosting dinners on Monday and Tuesday evening, February 6 and 7, to discuss the Turner and Formula issues.  Monday's dinner will include the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee.  Tuesday’s dinner will include St. Louis area Senators.

In terms of hearings, several key bills CSD is following will be heard next week.  In General Laws (Chaired by Senator Cunningham), SB 452 (Cunningham) will be heard.  The bill would allow a pupil to enroll in an adjoining school district if the student's residence is located closer to a school in the adjoining district or in cases of transportation hardship.  The hearing notice also indicates SB 706, filed this week by Senator Cunningham, will be discussed although public testimony will not be heard.  SB 706 includes a bit of everything from the Senator’s Passport Scholarship Program, to charters, virtual schools, MSHSAA regulations etc…The hearing is scheduled for 3PM Tuesday in Senate Committee Room 1.  The Senate Education Committee will meet on Wednesday at 3PM and will hear SB 483 (Rupp), which creates the Early High School Graduation Scholarship Program for public high school students who graduate from high school early.  Included is a link to SB 452, SB 706 and SB 483 below.
 
http://www.senate.mo.gov/12info/pdf-bill/intro/SB452.pdf

http://www.senate.mo.gov/12info/pdf-bill/intro/SB706.pdf

http://www.senate.mo.gov/12info/pdf-bill/intro/SB483.pdf

 

 
 
